PREFACE
I HAVE called this work a " sketch" because the matenals do not exist for a portrait which shall be at once authentic and complete The original authorities which are now extant for the life of Caesar are his own writings, the speeches and letteis of Cicero, the eighth book of the " Commentaries " on the wars in Gaul and the history of the Alexandiian war, by Aulus Hiitius, the accounts of the African war and of the wai in Spam, composed by persons who were unquestionably present in those two campaigns To these must be added the " Leges Juliee " which are preserved m the Corpus Juris Ciyilis Sallust contributes a speech, and Catullus a poem A few hints can be gathered from the Epitome of Lrvy and the fragments of Vaiio, and here the con-tempoiary sources which can be entirely depended upon are brought to an end
The secondary group of authorities from which the popular histones of the time have been chiefly taken are Appian, Plutarch, Suetonius, and Dion Cassius Of these the first three were divided fiom the period which they descube by neatly a century and a half, Dion Cassius by moie thau two centunea